
 

 

Mirra 2: Together in Motion 
 

Designers’ Statement 
 

After 10 years and over 1.5 million chairs, the designers of Studio 7.5 
worked with Herman Miller to rethink every part of a successful design 

to create Mirra 2. Here, Burkhard Schmitz, Claudia Plikat, Carola Zwick, 
and her brother Roland Zwick speak of Mirra 2 and how its design allows 

the chair to move in concert with the sitter’s body. In keeping with the 

highly collaborative way the Studio works, these insights are presented 
as one voice. 

 
 

A decade after Mirra was conceived we thought it was time to evaluate 

and, if necessary, rethink the concept. For one thing, work has been 

evolving. People shift from individual to collaborative work in an 

instant. The more they’re in motion, the more they need support that 

moves with them. 

 

Precisely because of this new agility, we found the idea of a highly 

individualized personal chair is still valid. So Mirra 2 follows the same 

principles as the original design, but we advanced the materialization 

and manifestation of this idea in virtually every aspect. 

 

As a consequence Mirra 2 feels reassuringly familiar, because we 

maintained its soul and essential DNA. 

 

What We Preserved 

Athletic Attitude 

We always knew that for an ergonomic work chair the same rules 

apply as for a pair of running shoes: both need to balance adaptability 

and support in order to be health positive. A marathon takes 3 hours 

to run, while a regular day at the desk can be 8 hours or more. 



 

 

In both cases the challenge is to adapt to the person’s body in order to 

avoid pressure points over time, and also avoid interferences with the 

movements of the user. At the same time the gear needs to provide 

the right amount of firmness and support in order to help the person’s 

body to adopt healthy postures. 

 

What We Preserved 

Intuitive Adjustments 

We think of Mirra as being user-friendly personal gear. In order to fully 

benefit from an ergonomic work chair, the chair needs to be adjusted 

correctly. Only if the person is both encouraged and empowered to 

adjust to his or her personal size and preference does the investment 

in high-performance gear make the most sense. 

 

So we maintained Mirra’s intuitive and easy-to-adjust controls, which 

provide instant feedback in order to make the right adjustment 

decisions on the fly without thinking or even reading a manual. 

 

What We Advanced 

Breathability 

The Mirra design, with its membrane seat and perforated back, has 

always created a temperature-neutral sitting experience. With Mirra 2 

we maximized the chair’s breathable surfaces to advance the chair’s 

thermal comfort. 

 

We redesigned the seat frame and the way the membrane material 

attaches to it. This allowed us to remove the foam pad under the front 



 

of the seat membrane to create a 100 percent effective membrane and 

increase the seat’s breathability. 

 

The Butterfly Back™ shell has a reversed ratio of openings to support 

structure, thus increasing the breathability for the sitter’s back. The 

front layer is a spacer fabric used in functional clothing to avoid heat 

and moisture build-up. 

 

What We Advanced 

Butterfly Back 

Mirra 2 is now more “sensitive.” By inventing a method for merging a 

fabric layer with polymer veins, we created the Butterfly Back, an 

intelligent support structure. This hybrid structure is shaped for 

dynamic support. Combined with the new loop spine and a new, 

independent lower-back support Mirra 2 is exceptionally responsive to 

even the body’s slightest movements. 

 

We think of this as similar to the sensitivity and resolution achieved in 

high fidelity sound. The result of these advances is a new level of 

contouring and support for micro motion. 

 

What We Advanced 

Harmonic Tilt 

Mirra’s Harmonic Tilt™ is now more agile. We know agile sitting is 

advantageous for blood flow and the intrinsic notion of comfort. The 

new tilt is even more in sync with the body’s motions. It reacts to even 

subtle shifts of body weight, so constant movement is encouraged and 

the feel the sitter experiences is weightless. 

 



 

 

 

What We Improved 

Dematerialization 

We think every design should be sustainable, and one way is to make 

sure a design lasts. In the case of Mirra 2, we took something good 

and made it better. We revisited and rethought every component of 

the chair, and so we were able to improve the performance while 

reducing weight by 24 percent from the original design. Less weight is 

better for the environment because less material and less energy is 

required to make the chair, which reduces its carbon footprint. 

 

A lighter chair also lets the person maneuver it much easier. That’s 

important because the way people flex throughout the day, always on 

the move, always in motion. Mirra 2 is a chair that can keep up with 

people, keeping them active, focused, and supported. 


