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Notice of Annual Meeting of Shareholders 

The annual meeting of the shareholders of Herman Miller, Inc. (the "company"), will be held on September 30, 2008 by means of 
remote communication on the Internet at the Company's web site, www.hermanmiller.com at 9:00 a.m. (EDT) for the following 
purposes:  
1. To elect five directors, one for a term of two years and four for a term of three years  
2. To consider and vote upon a proposal to ratify the appointment of Ernst & Young LLP as our independent registered public 

accounting firm 
3. To transact such other business as may properly come before the meeting or any adjournment thereof  
 

Shareholders of record at the close of business on August 1, 2008, will be entitled to vote at the meeting.  
Please note that this year's Annual Meeting will be held via the Internet only. The accompanying proxy materials include instructions 

on how to participate in the meeting and the means by which you may vote your shares of Company stock. 
 
We encourage you to vote your Proxy, at your earliest convenience, by one of the following means:  
 
By visiting www.proxyvote.com on the Internet;  
 
And if you request paper materials 
By calling (within the U.S. or Canada) toll free at 1-800-690-6903; or 
By signing and returning your Proxy card 

 
You may also vote at the meeting by faxing your Proxy to (616) 654-7221 before the polls are closed during the meeting. Regardless 

of whether you expect to attend the meeting through the Internet, please vote your shares in the one of the ways listed above.  
 
By order of the Board of Directors 
Daniel C. Molhoek, Secretary to the Board  August 21, 2008  
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Herman Miller, Inc. 

855 East Main Avenue  
PO Box 302
Zeeland, Michigan 49464-0302  

Proxy Statement Dated August 21, 2008  

This Proxy Statement and the accompanying Proxy, which are being made available to shareholders on or about August 21, 2008, are
furnished to the shareholders of Herman Miller, Inc., in connection with the solicitation by the Board of Directors of proxies to be used at 
the Annual Meeting of Shareholders. This meeting will be held on September 30, 2008 at 9:00 a.m. (EDT). Please note that this year's 
Annual Meeting will be held via the Internet rather than in person.  

How to Participate in the Electronic Meeting  
In order to participate in this year's Annual Meeting, please log on to www.hermanmiller.com and click on the "Investors" section and 
the "Annual Meeting Webcast" link at least 15 minutes prior to the start of the 9:00 a.m. meeting to provide time to register and 
download the required audio software if needed. All shareholders will need to register by entering your name and, if you would like to 
ask a question during the meeting, you will also need to enter the 12-digit control number received with your Notice or Proxy. Questions 
that would be appropriate to raise in person and that relate to the purpose of the meeting will be accepted during the meeting. To 
submit questions, please access the Annual Meeting Webcast and select "Ask a Question."  

Solicitation of Proxies and Voting  

Each shareholder, as an owner of the company, is entitled to vote on matters scheduled to come before the annual meeting. The use of 
proxies allows a shareholder to be represented at the annual meeting if he or she is unable to attend the meeting via the Internet.

You can vote by any of the following methods 

Vote by Internet Before the Annual Meeting Use your computer to access the website listed on the Proxy (or the written Notice 
mailed to you) and, with the Proxy or Notice in hand, record your vote. The deadline for internet voting is 11:59 p.m., EDT, on
September 29, 2008.  

If you request paper materials you may also  

Vote by Telephone Call the toll free telephone number provided with your Proxy and, with the Proxy in hand, follow the instructions. 
The deadline for telephone voting is 11:59 p.m. EDT on September 29, 2008.
Vote by Mail  Complete, date, and sign your Proxy. Mail it in the prepaid envelope provided so that it reaches us before September 
30, 2008.  
Vote by Facsimile During the Annual Meeting You may vote by facsimile during the Annual Meeting prior to the announcement 
that the polls are closed. You may do so by faxing a marked and signed copy of your Proxy to 1-616-654-7221.  

If your Proxy is properly executed, the shares represented by the Proxy will be voted at the Annual Meeting of Shareholders and at 
any adjournment of that meeting. Where shareholders specify a choice, the Proxy will be voted as specified. If no choice is specified,
the shares represented by the Proxy will be voted for the election of all nominees named in the Proxy and for the proposal described in 
this Proxy Statement.  

A Proxy may be revoked prior to its exercise by (i) delivering a written notice of revocation to the Secretary of the company, (ii)
executing and delivering a Proxy at a later date, or (iii) attending the meeting via the Internet and voting via fax. However, attendance at 
the meeting does not automatically serve to revoke a Proxy.  
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Election of Directors 

The Board of Directors has nominated C. William Pollard, Mary Vermeer Andringa, Lord Brian Griffiths of Fforestfach, J. Barry Griswell, 
and Brian C. Walker for election as directors.  Mr. Pollard has been nominated to serve a two-year term until the 2010 annual meeting 
of shareholders; the other four nominees would serve until the 2011 annual meeting.  Our Bylaws were amended in fiscal 2008 to 
change the retirement age of directors from age 70 to age 72.  As a result, a person may not be elected as a director for a term that 
expires later than the annual meeting after attaining age 72.  As such, Mr. Pollard, who is currently 70, is being nominated for a two-
year term only.  Each of the nominees previously has been elected as a director by our shareholders.  

The latter portion of this Proxy Statement contains more information about the nominees. Unless otherwise directed by a 
shareholder's proxy, each person named as proxy voters in the accompanying proxy will vote for the nominees named above. If any of 
the nominees become unavailable, which is not anticipated, the Board of Directors, at its discretion, may designate substitute 
nominees, in which event the enclosed proxy will be voted for such substituted nominees. Proxies cannot be voted for a greater number 
of people than the number of nominees named.  

A plurality of the votes cast at the meeting is required to elect the nominees as our directors. Accordingly, the five people who receive 
the largest number of votes cast at the meeting will be elected as directors. Shares not voted at the meeting, whether by abstention, 
broker non-vote, or otherwise, will not be treated as votes cast at the meeting. 

 
The Board of Directors recommends a vote FOR the election of each person nominated by the Board.  

Ratification of Appointment of Independent Registered Public Accounting Firm  

Our Audit Committee has appointed Ernst & Young LLP (Ernst & Young) as our independent registered public accounting firm for the 
fiscal year ending May 30, 2009. Representatives of Ernst & Young will be present at the annual meeting of shareholders and available 
to respond to appropriate questions submitted in advance. The Ernst & Young representatives will have the opportunity to make a 
statement if they so desire.  

Although the submission of this matter for approval by shareholders is not legally required, our Board of Directors believes that such 
submission follows sound corporate business practice and is in the best interests of our shareholders. If our shareholders do not 
approve the selection of Ernst & Young, the selection of this firm as our independent registered public accounting firm will be 
reconsidered by the Audit Committee. 

 
The Board of Directors recommends a vote FOR the ratification of the appointment of Ernst & Young LLP as our independent 
registered public accounting firm. 

Disclosure of Fees Paid to Independent Auditors  
Aggregate fees billed to us for the fiscal years ended June 2, 2007, and May 31, 2008 by our independent registered public 

accounting firm, Ernst & Young, were as follows:  

Fiscal Year Ended June 2, 2007 May 31, 2008

Audit Fees(1)  1,227,000  1,252,000

Audit Related Fees(2)  24,000  26,000

Tax Fees(3)  15,000  91,000

All Other Fees  0  0

Total  $1,266,000  $1,369,000
 
(1) Includes fees billed for the audit of and accounting consultations related to our consolidated financial statements included in Form 10-K, including the associated audit 

of our internal controls, the review of our financial statements included in our quarterly reports in Form 10-Qs, and services in connection with statutory and regulatory filings.  
(2) Includes fees billed for audits of employees benefits plans and accounting consultations that are unrelated to the audit or review of financial statements.  
(3) Includes fees billed for tax compliance, tax advice and, tax planning.  
 

Our Audit Committee has adopted a policy for pre-approving all permissible services performed by Ernst & Young and other firms. 
This policy requires the Committee's pre-approval of all services that may be provided by our independent registered public accounting 
firm and audit services provided by other firms. The policy authorizes the committee to delegate to one or more of its members pre-
approval authority with respect to permitted services. All of the services provided by Ernst & Young under the captions "Audit Fees," 
"Audit Related Fees," and "Tax Fees"  were approved by the Audit Committee under this policy.  
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