
Nelson™ Miniature ChestsL



a small world after all
Japan had a profound effect on George Nelson. During his first
trip to Tokyo in 1951 and several more that decade, Nelson
became fascinated with all things Japanese. That influence is 
evident in the 1952 design of his miniature chests. Reminiscent 
of tansu, cabinets with many small drawers used for storing a
variety of items, the Nelson miniature chests provide wonderful
little places to keep things. An interesting addition to nearly any
room—whether at home or the office—these chests embody what
Nelson appreciated most in Japanese design: “a sense of fitness
in the relationship between hand, material, use, and shape.”

George Nelson

warranty

Nelson miniature chests are covered by the Herman Miller warranty for one year.

teak construction
True to the original design, chests are teak, and six-drawer chests feature a white 
laminate top. An environmentally friendly rosewood finish replaces the solid rosewood
drawer fronts used originally.

hand-fitted drawers
Cabinetmakers hand fit each drawer for proper alignment and to ensure 
the wood-on-wood drawer glides operate smoothly.

two base options
Chests without base rest on 3/8-inch-high brass glides. Chests with base have a 
four-star metal base painted white and fitted with adjustable glides. Metal drawer knobs
are painted white to match bases. 

Model 5215 Model 5217 Model 5515 Model 5517
Depth: 13" 13" 13" 13"
Width: 301⁄8" 103⁄8" 301⁄8" 103⁄8"
Height: 6" 233⁄8" 261⁄8" 431⁄2"

Model 5515

For more information about our products and services or to see a list of dealers and retailers,  
please visit us at www.HermanMiller.com or call (800) 851 1196. 
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